
 

  NEWSLETTER 

 OCTOBER 2020 

Autumn Updates 

GOOD NEWS   The Government have announced a range of support for businesses and organisations within the arts, culture 

and heritage sectors. The total package is worth some £1.57 billion and will see some 450 historic properties saved together 

with other arts and cultural projects. English Heritage will be a major beneficiary. The funds within the £1.57 billion Culture 

Recovery Fund will hope to save planned conservation and improvement projects but put at risk due to the pandemic and 

subsequent lockdown. English Heritage , with over 400 historic properties, has been hit hard with the lockdown as most, if not 

all, income streams have been severely diminished, if not, totally reduced to nil.  It must be remembered that most of  English 

Heritage’s properties are free to enter with the large entry paying properties, such as Dover Castle and Stonehenge, all     

contributing, with other fundraising, to the overall running of English Heritage.  The funding, some of which will be through the 

Historic England and National Lottery Heritage Fund, will at least mean English Heritage survives.  
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12. Grand Unveiling Community Event; 

13. Greg Esson  - charity photographer; 
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                      LATEST NEWS 

It is very unusual to publish good news and bad news 

in the same newsletter, but here I am having to do so 

on the same page!  English Heritage have announced 

they are not taking any bookings between 4th          

November and 2nd December in response to the      

latest lockdown announced by the Government.  They 

state that they will automatically refund any bookings 

made during that period. Please see www.english-

heritage.org.uk  for updates and information on sites 

which may be open. 

HOT NEWS  AGM just announced   Saturday 5th December at 11 am  VIRTUAL see p14 

                SECRETARY NEEDED 

The Friends of Dover Castle is a not for profit     

membership association and Registered Charity and 

as such we are required to have a Secretary. This 

position has recently become vacant and we would 

like to fill this vacancy as quickly as possible. We are 

looking for someone who has good organisational 

skills and preferably someone passionate about    

Dover Castle or a propensity to grow such a passion. 

The position is voluntary but you will only be required 

to donate a few hours a month helping the Chairman 

in organising meetings, taking minutes of meetings 

and circulating information. You will have freedom to 

develop the role yourself and it could give you       

valuable experience of the organisation and running 

of a charity. This would look great on any CV. Please 

contact the chairman if you are interested in this  

wonderful opportunity.                                                           

chairman@dover-castle-friends.org 



         APPOINTMENT of  VICE-PRESIDENT 

As you know the position of President of The Friends of Dover Castle is    

traditionally given to the current Deputy Constable of Dover Castle and this  

is currently Brigadier Peter Rowell MBE. The position of Vice-President has 

not enjoyed the same tradition in terms of appointment and has generally 

been taken up by the most recent former chairman or generally has remained 

vacant.  It has been very much a non active position although I have enjoyed 

much support from Mike McFarnell in his capacity as former chairman. 

However, I am pleased to announce that Wendi Atherton has agreed to   

become our new Honorary Vice-President.  Wendi is the widow of former 

Deputy Constable Brigadier Maurice Atherton CBE JP DL DCL who was the 

200th Deputy Constable of Dover Castle 1976—1981.  The family lived in 

Constables Tower during that period which included the installation of Queen 

Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, as Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports and    

Constable of Dover Castle in 1979.  What a time to be living at the Castle eh? 

 

Wendi, recently told of us of her interest in the history of Dover Castle following my article in our last 

newsletter and so I arranged to meet her where she also showed me numerous Castle plans and also 

copies of a book she was commissioned to write about all the regiments and military units to have been 

based at Dover Castle.  I have not read all of this yet, but it gives a detailed account of the  hundreds of 

regiments stationed at Dover Castle through it’s illustrious history.  Anyone wishing to purchase a copy, 

please contact me, as Wendi says she has a stock at home—price is only £7 to members. 

Maurice Atherton sadly passed away in July 2019 and following his stint as Deputy Constable remained 

in the area, moving to Digges Place in Barham. The family must have liked living in a historic  building 

as their home in Barham is a Grade II listed building and dates back to the middle ages . In addition to military duties, Maurice was 

a Justice of the Peace—Dover Bench, President of the British Legion (Kent Branch), High Sheriff of Kent 1983-84, Deputy      

Lieutenant of Kent and was Chair of Canterbury Christ Church College as it attained University Status. He also served as a Vice-

president of the Canterbury Festival  - his family motto “servare munia vitae”   meaning “keep the duties of life” is so apt when  

describing his life dedicated to public service and serving the community. 

Wendi has been a member of the Friends of Dover Castle since we founded and is keen to be quite active in her role as Honorary 

Vice President and has a desire to learn more about the history of Dover Castle and especially Constables Tower.                       

Our Constable’s Tower Project is still on the table and with the ultimate goal of being able to give guided tours a study of old maps 

and learning more about the history is not a divergence, more an enhancement of the project. 

This image from 2009 shows Wendi and her      

husband Maurice with Brigadier Ian James, the 

210th Deputy Constable of Dover Castle during the 

launch of a new Tourism Campaign for the Cinque 

Ports region, held at the Castle in 2009. 

Constables Tower has hosted many important 

meetings and events throughout history  - none 

moreso than the high level War Office meeting in 

1940, attended by the King, which launched      

Operation Dynamo  - to bring Allied troops back 

from Dunkirk. 

Other important meetings, do of course, include our  

recent AGM’s.  
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                       MAISON DIEU wins grant! 

Great news, just announced is that the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund has granted  £4.27 million 

towards and overall £8m project to revive the      

Maison Dieu in Dover which will mean the perma-

nent opening to the public for the first time in it’s 800 

years history. Dover District Council have pledged 

£3m towards the project and other partners include 

Dover Town Council, Dover   Society, The Land-

mark Trust, The Wolfson Foundation and Ingham 

Pinnock.  

Today’s Press Release was titled “Reawakening a 

Gothic Fantasy”.  The Maison Dieu was originally a 

medieval hospital and a refuge for pilgrims for    

Europe  travelling to the Shrine of Thomas Beckett 

in Canterbury Cathedral . It was remodelled in Victorian times by renowned architects Ambrose Poynter and William Burges in 

Gothic Revival Style. Included in the plans, which have already gained consent, are for a Cafeteria, Holiday Accommodation, new 

Visitor entrance and ground floor access to the Connaught Hall. Work will commence next year with the building being closed for 

2 years whilst restoration, renovation and revival work is undertaken, reopening in 2023.  I expect we will all be encouraged to no 

longer refer to it as The Town Hall but revert back to it’s original title of The Maison Dieu.  We wish them well. 

 

DOVER CASTLE TREASURES 

A member has been in contact regarding some spoons which were left to them by their sadly recently passed mother.  They do 

not have any information about them, other than they are solid silver and have Dover Castle engravings.  Can anyone out there 

shed any light on these, such as possible manufacturer, jeweller, age etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They are in a nice presentation box and have quite ornate handles. I 

have not seen them before and I imagine they are quite antique.  

If anyone knows anything, please let us know. 

Also, this had us thinking about other Dover Castle treasures which 

may be out there, many will probably be unique or bespoke. If so, 

please tell us about them, with images and your story about them as 

we would love to see what other rare treasures are out there. One 

day, who knows, we may be able to put on a sort of display. 

Please send in your images and stories. 

 chairman@dover-castle-friends.org   

  or 

 Dean@dover-castle-friends.org  
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This  photograph was taken in 

1986  of the Queen Mother, 

Lord Warden of the Cinque 

Ports, accompanied by Lord        

Montagu, the first Chairman of 

English Heritage. 

The Collection of buildings and 

monuments which English  

Heritage now manage, began 

in 1882 under the auspices of 

the Office of Works  In 1913, an 

Act of Parliament gave the  

Office new powers in terms of 

making a collection of all the 

greatest sites and buildings 

which told the story of Britain.  

By 1933, the Office had       

acquired some 273 sites, which 

included Stonehenge,            

Carisbrooke Castle and Richborough Roman Fort. After WW2, the Office of Works had become the Ministry of Works and      

became interested in expanding the collection to Abbeys, Manor Houses and Industrial Sites.  In 1949, it acquired it’s first country  

House   - Audley End in Essex.  A nervous Treasury in the Government were anxious about the Ministry of Works taking on huge 

stately homes full of works of art and so the decision was made that the National Trust would look after Country Houses and the 

Ministry of Works would confine itself to older monuments and Castles.  The Ministry still expanded, adding Windmills, iron works 

and Georgian Villas to the Collection so that by 1970, there were some 300 sites being visited by over 5.5 m  people annually. 

This Collection was transferred to a new body set up in 1983  - the Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission and appointed 

Lord Montagu as it’s first Chairman.  Lord Montagu quickly rebranded it as English Heritage and set about adding to the          

Collection including country houses. There are now over 400 sites in the collection but it was not until 2011 that English Heritage 

actually broke even and made a small surplus. This prompted the Government to make the decision for English Heritage to be 

set up as a Charitable Trust, with all properties transferred to it. On 1st April 2015, the National Collection was transferred to  

English Heritage Trust and separated from Historic England who were now to look after the preservation concerns, listing,     

planning and consent and giving grants.  This image below is a copy of a letter sent by the Queen Mother  “I was so pleased to 

learn that the association of The Friends of Dover Castle has been formed to promote the interests of this splendid and historic 

fortress.  I offer you my very best wishes for the success of your endeavours.    

Elizabeth R.  Constable. 1987” 

Interestingly, she signed it as “Constable” as of course the Lord Warden of the 

Cinque Ports was also the Constable of Dover 

Castle. I obtained these images from the very 

first newsletter of The Friends of Dover Castle  

- a copy of which has been loaned to me by 

Wendi Atherton. 

The Friends of Dover Castle was founded in 

1986 but was not formally constituted until 

November 1987, which is why I state 

“Supporting Dover Castle since 1987”  in order 

to be technically correct.  

You could say we have ROYAL APPROVAL 

6 



   FRIENDS of DOVER CASTLE QUIZ  - 2020. 

     Thanks to Committee member Anne Beacham for compiling these 

questions, which will all be about Dover Castle, the town of Dover, The 

Channel and the White Cliffs. Initially, we had intended running a Quiz live by video call 

such as Zoom or Teams but we have not been able to set that up yet, so we thought we’d 

get your brains ticking over with a Quiz in our newsletters. We start with questions about 

Dover Castle, the next newsletter will have the answers to these and a further set of    

questions based on Dover Town. The following newsletter will have the answers to Dover 

Town questions and a further set of questions about the Channel and the White Cliffs.   Try 

to answer without looking up the answers  - that would be cheating wouldn’t it?  but we’d 

also like your help in gauging the difficulty levels in order to help us compile questions in the 

future and of course we’d like to know how you get on  we think anyone getting 15 or above 

correct deserve some recognition.  At the end of it, with three sections completed we will all 

know a bit more about our Castle, Town and surrounding areas.  Anyway, here goes :- 

Dover Castle 

 

1. Who was the first Constable of Dover Castle? 

2. What age is the oldest fortification/settlement still evident at the Dover Castle site? 

Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman, Saxon, or Norman? 

3. Who arrived at Dover Castle in October 1066 with devastating consequences for the inhabitants of the Saxon burgh? 

4. Who was appointed Earl of Kent in 1067 and held Dover Castle as one of his main residences? 

5. What two structures did the Romans build, one on the site of the old hillfort and one on the hill opposite (now known as the 

Western Heights) to provide safe access to the Roman port of Dover? 

6. What is ‘Dumpy’? 

7. By the early 11th century an important Saxon burgh (fortified town) had grown on the site of today’s Castle. Which building 

remains from this period today? 

8. The stone castle at Dover was begun around 1180/1181, in the reign of which (Norman) King? 

9. What is believed to be the total cost of building Dover Castle between 1180 and 1189? (£1500, £3500 or £5500?) 

10. What is the name of the limestone imported from France to build much of the Keep of Dover Castle? (Named from its 

 place of origin). 

11. The technique of alignment of many small flints in the mortar of the castle to give it more strength is called what? 

12. Historically what was the name given to Dover Castle (from the time of William the Conqueror) to reflect its strategic    

position at the entrance to the Country? 

13. From Dover Castle’s secret war-time tunnels, who co-ordinated the rescue of British troops from the beaches of Northern 

France in the second World War? 

14. In 1216 Prince Louis of France laid siege to the castle, who was the Constable at the time? 

15. Improvements to the defences of the castle were carried out after the failed siege of 1216, the most elaborate of which 

 was a new main entrance built in the 1220s. What is it called? 

16. In which year did English Heritage take over the care of Dover Castle?  

17. On which part of Dover Castle might you find merlons and crenels? 

18. In which year did Dover Castle become a Grade 1 listed building? (1954, 1964, 1974) 

19. Commonly known as the ‘Evacuation of Dunkirk’, what was its war time operational code name? 

20. What is the name of the popular science fiction series that filmed ‘Mind of Evil’ at Dover Castle in October 1970? 
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A special thank you from me to a local artist Shaun William Kennedy who painted a lovely painting of St Mary In Castro Church and 

the Roman Pharos as a special gift because he knows I do a lot for the Castle, he thought it would be a fitting tribute. Shaun loaned us 

a painting for our Exhibition last year and whilst he does take commissions most of his work has a purpose of raising funds for various 

charities.  

This now has pride of place on my conservatory wall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the painting Shaun loaned for the Exhibition. He paints using 

a variety of media such as water colour, oils, acrylics and has recently 

started painting using gouache ( a type of opaque watercolour)  This is one he did fairly recently of the Folkestone Harbour Arm from 

the Stade.  Shaun’s painting are very good  - you can see more on Facebook  - the page is  “Shauns Local Art” and he has raised a lot 

of money for cancer research by the sales of some of his paintings. 
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The Co-innovation Centre  treated us really well and were great hosts, allowing us use of the 

Stembrook Galleries and the stage for the unveiling of our commissioned painting, special 

raffle, auction and Exhibition . 
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    The Right Worshipful, The Town Mayor, Gordon 

Cowan unveiled our painting and made a moving 

speech about the occasion, the artist Brian Corn-

well and the Friends of Dover  Castle.  

This became a sort of home for a few days as I 

distributed flyers for our art and story telling 

competitions  and sold raffle tickets, postcards 

and handed out membership application forms 

to prospective new members.  This simple little 

idea of mine, of a collaboration between us and a local artist to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain, 

developed into a much welcome community event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman, Graham, the organiser of the event,  pictured with Brian in front of the unveiled painting.  Brian is pictured on 

the right with photographer Greg Essen whose image was the inspiration behind Brian’s latest painting and the one he has 

donated to us to auction.  I managed to bring them  together to meet up and Greg kindly donated his framed photo of the 

seafront which included the Neowise Comet above Dover Castle. 

It has been great to support Brian in raising his profile as a local artist through raising our profile whilst commemorating the 

80th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain. Our particular South East Corner of Britain was known as Hell Fire Corner during 

World War 2 due to the frequent aerial combat activity, bombing and shelling and Brian’s painting, based on a photograph 

by another local photographer, Matt Pennal, is depicting a very busy sky over Dover Castle. It will remain on display in the 

Stembrook Gallery for a while yet, if you have not seen it yet, make sure you take the opportunity as it really is very good. 

Also, see our website for postcards you can purchase and Battle of Britain 80th Anniversary Commemorative pin badges. 

AND if you want to have the wonderful seafront painting with the comet above the Castle, don’t forget to make a bid! 
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This is Brian’s painting  “Dover Seafront on a summer’s evening”, inspired by Greg’s photograph on the right. 

Greg has recently completed a project for the Battle of Britain Memorial at Capel-le-Ferne, whereby he took several images, 

framed and sold them to raise funds for the memorial, including one he did especially to commemorate Queen Elizabeth II’ s 

90th Birthday. Here he is pictured with a copy of 

his image which he titled “Royal Celebration” 

with some important signatures on it. Greg 

takes some incredible photographs, especially 

of night time scenes and has recently captured 

Comet Neowise and lightning strikes. It was great to be able to include another local “star” in our community event.  

Winner of the Raffle, first prize was Jan Shepherd, the manager at the Co-

innovation centre and everyone said she was a worthy winner as she helps and 

supports everyone at the centre.  As the winning numbers were chosen by a       

random number generator 

app there can be no    

suspicion of being a “fix” 

and it was nice to see   

another stall holder at the 

centre winning third prize.  

Brian donated another of 

his paintings to the Poppy 

Appeal, who will use it to 

raise funds, probably by way of a raffle. I am so pleased my idea has 

reached out to many in the community with many benefitting.  
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FOR  AUCTION 



      POSTCARDS for SALE         PIN BADGES for SALE    

 

 

 

 

 

 

These postcards accurately reproduce the painting 

and we have them for sale at only £1 for 5 plus 

p&p.  Ideal mementos to commemorate the 80th 

Anniversary of the Battle of Britain and a great 

painting of Dover Castle.  

We also have a small stock 

of these unique pin badges 

commemorating the 80th  

Anniversary . Only £4 incl 

2nd class p&p.  Look great in 

your pin badges collection. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING :  Postponement      VIRTUAL AGM   Saturday 5th December 2020   11.00 am 

It is with regret that we have had to postpone our AGM this year due to the pandemic.  Our constitution requires us to hold the 

AGM within 15 months of the previous one which meant we should have held it right in the middle of the original lockdown and 

by the end of  July 2020.   Obviously, it has been impossible to organise such a meeting and the committee were compelled to 

postpone the AGM indefinitely until it was safe to hold such a meeting.  Given the most recent lockdown and the operational 

changes made at the Castle, it is unlikely for us to be able to hold our AGM for some considerable time.  We have therefore 

decided to hold our AGM by video conference this year. It will be held Virtually on  Google Meetings on Saturday 5th December 

2020 at 11 am. 

If you wish to be invited to attend the meeting, please 

email   dean@dover-castle-friends.org  

If there are any items you would like to be discussed at 

the meeting you must notify the chairman at least 14 

days prior to the meeting and any proposed rule     

changes must be with the chairman 21 days prior to the 

meeting so that all members can 

be notified of any proposals in 

advance of the meeting. 

CHAIRMAN’S BLOG    This has been a strange newsletter to put together. Lots of positives but with the 

grey cloud of covid-19 still hanging over us and just as I was putting the finishing touches to this publication 

the Government has announced a further lockdown of 4 weeks which will undoubtedly disrupt any recovery 

being made to the tourist industry. The 1st November usually  heralds winter opening hours with most of English Heritage’s paid 

for sites which would normally mean only opening at weekends so perhaps the impact is not as devastating as it might have been 

but it still poses an organisational nightmare for EH and Castle managers.  Due to Covid-19, Dover Castle have not been able to 

provide us with our accommodation which meant I had to look elsewhere to display our wonderful commissioned painting to   

commemorate the 80th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain.  I  managed to collaborate with the Dover Co-innovation centre who 

allowed us use of the Stembrook Galleries where we held a Grand Unveiling by the Town Mayor. This was perhaps the first   

community event held for some  considerable time and proved this could be managed effectively and I am proud that I, and the 

Friends of Dover Castle, were the catalyst for such an event.  Our exhibition, raffle and auction also brought local photographers 

and artists together and people attending our displays also visited the 50 or so stall holders within the centre which gave them a 

well needed boost. We still have our art and storytelling competitions running and I feel , as a Friends Association, we have     

perhaps been the most pro-active of any such Heritage Site in England in facing up to adversity and responding positively to the 

challenges and continuing to meet our charitable objectives which are to support and promote Dover Castle.  Despite Covid-19 

and our lack of much needed Castle accommodation, we continue to think up different ways of supporting our lovely Castle. 



PLAY LOTTO on 19th December 2020 and you 

could win amazing home entertainment prizes 

 

DOVER LOTTO has already raised us an additional £1000  - thank you to 

all our supporters and ticket buyers. 
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CONSTABLE’S TOWER PROJECT       

and the future. 

It is difficult to predict what will happen next year and   

coming years and it is very likely the Covid  pandemic will 

affect our lives for some considerable time.  

Our main aim as The Friends of Dover Castle is to meet 

our charitable objectives of supporting and promoting  

Dover Castle and for us to operate optimally and most effectively we desperately need our own accommodation within Dover Castle. 

This will give us a base to hold meetings, talks, displays and exhibitions which will all have the potential to increase membership,   

increase fundraising and better enable us to support the Castle. 

We do still have a Constable’s Tower project which we are raising money towards and our goal will be to be able to run special tours of 

Constables as this is something not currently being done or planned by English Heritage. Our plan here does fall in line with English 

Heritage plans aiming to facilitate more public access to Constables.  I think having a new Vice President who was a resident of     

Constables will give us renewed impetus in trying to get some sort of regular tours underway.  (subject to EH agreement of course). 

Other interim to longer term goals will be to facilitate public access to Mote’s Bulwark, even if only during the regular Heritage       

weekends which normally take place each September. 

More immediately, we aim to resume our special tours to places not normally open to the public but this will depend on how we come 

out of Covid, the accessibility and new regulations pertaining to accessing those parts of the site, English Heritage staff availability etc. 

There will be lots of things to consider including up to date risk assessments and health and safety considerations. It may be a few 

years before things get back to the level of normality needed for us to achieve such aims. 

It would be nice to be able to plan ahead and apply for various funding opportunities to enable 

us to help Dover Castle link up better with the local community. The Education team will       

undoubtedly be trying to resume working with schools on various art and history projects, which 

we can support if  invited but with so many proficient artists and photographers it would be nice 

to organise some art and photography classes to support vulnerable groups in the community.   

The Dover Castle Master Plan has obviously been hit hard by the pandemic and subsequent 

lockdowns but we will work hard to support English Heritage as best we can to revitalise it when 

the time is right. Without the pandemic we would be well into stage 1 and 2 with a new car park 

built and new attractions beginning to be installed in the North sections. How the Master Plan 

will look coming out of the pandemic is conjecture but no doubt it will be changed but let’s hope it 

is still inspirational and focused on getting Dover to the top of the UK visitor tree. 

AND of course there has been recent press coverage of new talks about having a Cable Car system         

connecting the Western Heights, the Town Centre and Dover Castle.  I think someone has been spending 

too long in a support bubble to think having transport “bubbles” connecting the Castle with the rest of Dover a 

viable proposition!   For a comparison, the London Thames 

Cable Car cost over £60m to build and runs at a cost of 

about £6m a year (£2.6m loss pa).   I , for one, love ambitious projects, but is anyone 

really serious about this being viable.   

For history lovers, it is some 360 

years since King Charles II    

landed on Dover Beach and be-

gan the  restoration of the Crown. In 1960 

Dover Harbour Board commemorated that 

event by building the King Charles II Walk 

which was designed to pass the actual spot 

the returning King stepped. 

(King Charles II Walk—courtesy DHB) 
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