SUMMER SPECIAL
NEWSLETTER AUGUST 2021

Well, this is the first Newsletter published since the pandemic lockdown restrictions have been removed and I have some
really exciting news in that Dover District Council have supported my idea for a Community Time Capsule Project.
Whilst we made the application for a Grant as the Friends of Dover Castle Community Time Capsule project we intend to
make this for the whole community and engender a feel good factor for the local communities wellbeing.
Summer is really upon us and
there are lots of events going on
around us - there is so much on
offer in White Cliffs Country - A
Whole World Beyond the Chalk!
I hope you are not missing the
fabulous events on up at the
Castle - there has already been
jousting, as I write there is a
Medieval Weekend packed with performances/activities for
all the family. Throughout August and weekends until 25th
September there is King Henry II’s court and also during
the summer there is the Family Fun Explorer Quest. Late
summer Bank Holiday sees the Knights Tournament Please check on the English Heritage website for details.
Coming out of lockdown is not as easy as just turning on a
switch but I hope to be bringing good news soon about
Friends events and Tours though it may be we will not be
able to start this in earnest until next year. Please resume
paying membership subscriptions and we are still offering
15 months for the price of 12.
We will be having a stall at the Heritage Open Day on
Saturday 11th September in Maison Dieu House - please
come and see us. Onwards and Upwards !

HELP NEEDED - SEE PAGE 4

Graham Hutchison - Chairman & Editor

OLYMPICS LINK As the Olympics has just happened, I thought I’d write a wee piece about a tenuous link we have with the Olympics
and the Great British and Northern Ireland Team.
The Olympic Flame was first used at the Amsterdam Olympics of 1928 and the Torch relay first
introduced for the Berlin games of 1936. You will recall that I was honoured to be an Olympic
Torchbearer for London 2012 and it is quite exhilarating to think that the flame I carried in my
Olympic Torch is the same
flame that burned in Tokyo, as
lit by tennis player Naomi
Osaka and will be the same
flame which will go on to light
the Paris 2024 Olympic flame.
People often ask how can this be the same flame and sceptics argue it
cannot possibly be from the same source. The Olympics Committee
assure the integrity of the flame by protecting the flame source. For the
London 2012, there was a master flame kept in a perpetual lantern and
the Met Police Team responsible for the Torch Relay had lanterns lit by
the same source flame, in case one of the torchbearer’s torches went out.
When you think about it, there were 8000 torchbearers, 8000 torches,
and was carried in torrential rain, over sea by boat, zip-wire and ascended
several high places. It was also subject to sabotage by extreme members
of the public such as a man with a bucket of water! All incidents were
swiftly dealt with by Police Officers of the Met
Police Torch Security Team and there is only one
report of the flame going out on a torch and that
was on a boat where it was quickly re-lit from one
of the four lanterns carried by the team. The
image on the right is a lantern used in Rio 2016
and is a similar design of the London 2012 one
and most modern day Olympics. So the tenuous link here is that the Olympic flame you saw Naomi Osaki
light the Tokyo Olympic cauldron with was the same flame that I carried to the top of the Great Tower on
18th July 2012. Amazing.

Another tenuous link is that Charlotte Dujardin, the famous British Horse riding gold medallist has a logo
designed by the same graphic designer who has recently produced some logos for me.

My very good friend Natalie Heaton, designed the logo for Charlotte Dujardin, who briefly held
the crown as “most decorated female Olympian” (now occupied by cyclist Laura Kenny) and offered to
design me one for the Friends of Dover Castle . I wanted the logo to depict us “Friends” as supporters
of Dover Castle and she came up with the idea of Knights as you can’t have better “supporters” than Knights! I have several designs
which I will be trialling and using over the next few months as they can be used over various images and designs. Natalie is a Freelance
Graphic Designer but is also commissioned by Equibrand who are a leading Marketing Agency in the Equine field.
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IT’S COMING HOME
This was the anthem across England recently during the Euros 2020 International Football Championships which took place across
many venues in Europe. The final was played at Wembley in front of 67,000 fans as part of trials to ease Covid pandemic restrictions.
Unfortunately, England lost on penalties to Italy. Anyway, I have used this story and headline to tell you about how a Church book
finally made it’s way back to St Martins-in-Castro Church at Dover Castle.
Paul Wells, who many of you will know - he is founder and editor of the Facebook
page “Dover (Kent) History Pages”, stalwart of the Western Heights Preservation
Society, local historian and all round jolly good egg, writes ;“ Today I presented back to St Mary in Castro Church at Dover Castle, a
book of the common prayer that somehow found it's way to Pat Parker in in
Canada and was sent back to me a year or two ago !! It is undated but has
names from 1917, 1943 and 1945 inside from the Royal Garrison Artillery
and Royal Air Force, so is at least 100 years old.

Here I am presenting the book to David and Marianne Slater at Matins this
morning. Marianne is churchwarden and David wears many 'hats' including
chaplain for the Port of Dover and Street Pastor, and both David and Marianne have also helped at events at the Drop Redoubt for a number of years.
A well travelled book, finally back home” Paul.

Paul with David and Marianne in St Mary-in-Castro Church

Two of the oldest buildings in England. The Roman Pharos Lighthouse
dates from AD43 and the St Mary-in-Castro Church dates from around 630
AD. Built by Eadbald, son of King Æthelberht of Kent who is credited with
being the first King to convert to Christianity, St Augustine, having been
sent by Pope Gregory I on a missionary to Great Britain to spread
Christianity. It is said that King Eadbald of Kent 616-640 remained Pagan
for a while and even after converting to Christianity, still flirted with paganism but he had a Christian burial in Canterbury.
At one point the Pharos was used as a guardroom and as a bell tower
when it was attached to the church. The Church was allowed to become
derelict and has been restored several times through the ages.
It is still one of the oldest churches still in use, the oldest recognised as
St Martin’s in Canterbury, which dates to AD 597.
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HELP NEEDED

Heritage Open Days
Each September, supported by the National Lottery Heritage
Fund, thousands of volunteers help open up places of interest
which would otherwise remain closed to the public. These are
sites of heritage interest which are privately owned and never
opened up to visitors and include fabulous, gardens, houses,
castles, ruins, private museums and collections. This year the
Heritage Open Days run from 10th to 19th September 2021
and on Saturday 11th September we have been invited to
have a display in Maison Dieu House (Dover Town Council
Building next to the Town Hall) and we will be alongside the
display of the Prince of Wales Royal Regiment and Queens
Regiment Museum (PWRR&QR) and it is hoped we will be
able to undertake some joint activities.

SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2021

I am looking for some volunteers who could help me with the display and meet visitors to explain the role of the Friends of Dover
Castle and generally help promote us and the Castle and also support the PWRR&QR Museum stand. This year we have launched
the Community Time Capsule Project and we will be asking people to make suggestions of what to include in the time capsule and
also if they are wishing to make donations. Those coming to help will be considered very seriously if they would like something of
theirs' or their story included in the time capsule. Fancy leaving a legacy for future generations.
Ideally this will suit young people wanting to learn
more about Heritage and conservation, but really
anyone is welcome to come and help me at the stand
and be a part of something quite significant.
I would not expect you to stay in Maison Dieu for the
whole day, but if you could spare a couple of hours to
help and support me, I’d be most grateful.
ARE YOU YOUNG & DYNAMIC and have an Interest
in Dover Castle?
We are looking for people to help the Friends of Dover
Castle, you don’t necessarily have to be young and
dynamic but just be passionate about our Castle.
SECRETARY
We currently have a vacancy for a Secretary - duties
will be general, but largely supporting the Chairman to
help run the organisation but being involved as much
as you like.
EVENTS & TOURS
We also need volunteers to help organise and lead
special events and tours - as you know, these are
mostly tours to places not usually open to the public.
We also wish to run events such as talks, film nights,
quizzes, outings etc.

To talk about these positions please email initially,
chairman@dover-castle-friends.org

4

WEEKENDS AT DOVER CASTLE

Every day in August and until 25th September 2021
there will be live historical interpretation of King Henry II
and his court.
(Image courtesy of English Heritage)
www.english-heritage.org.uk
(please note this will not feature when there is another
event on )

SUMMER EXPLORER QUEST
From 24th July , set off on a fun family adventure at
Dover Castle.
(Image courtesy of English Heritage)
www.english-heritage.org.uk

KNIGHTS TOURNAMENT at DOVER CASTLE
Saturday 28th August to Monday 30th August 2021
10 am—5pm
Learn about Medieval life and the art and craft of being
a Knight. Fun for all the family.
(Image courtesy of English Heritage)
www.english-heritage.org.uk

FALCONRY at DOVER CASTLE
Saturday 11th September - Sunday 12th September
2021
Join the Falconers on Palace Green to learn about the
art of training and using birds of prey to hunt
(Image courtesy of English Heritage)
www.English-Heritage.org.uk
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CHOUGHS

An exciting new project with key partners, English Heritage, Kent Wildlife Trust, Wildwood Trust, Paradise Park is bringing Choughs
to the White Cliffs of Dover for the first time in over 200 years. The first stage in the project is to build and colonise a suitable aviary
on top of the cliffs, which has been erected near the Admiralty Lookout position adjacent to the Fire Command Post/Port War Signal
Station.
Choughs are similar to Crows and it is said in mythology that King Arthur transformed into a Chough on his death and this is why
Cornwall has a Chough within it’s Coat of Arms and is the county Symbol. More closer to home, it is said that following Thomas
Becket’s Assassination in Canterbury Cathedral, a crow landed and paddled in his blood thus acquiring bright red beak and feet.
Thomas Becket was later given a coat of arms featuring three Choughs, and later the City of
Canterbury included 3 choughs in it’s Coat of Arms

Gavin Wright, a Property Steward at
Dover Castle, has been one of the driving
forces behind this project - seen here
with a couple of the birds .
Such magnetism !

These iconic birds fell foul of intensive
farming practices and culling which
caused them to become at risk of
extinction. Only small populations were left in Scotland, Wales, Ireland and Isle of Man. Paradise Park Wildlife Sanctuary has over
130 different breeds of birds and have been successfully breeding Choughs and re-introducing them to the wild, such as in Cornwall
and Jersey. Their slogan has been “Birds on the Edge” due to the fact they are endangered but also because Choughs traditionally
thrive on rugged coastlines with cliffs including chalk cliffs such as our White Cliffs of Dover. Perhaps it would have been more apt
for Dame Veral Lynn to sing about Choughs over the White Cliffs of Dover! I’m sure we’d have been well chuffed !
Creating an aviary on top of the cliffs is the first stage in restoring them to our chalk grasslands
and white cliffs. There are two species of Choughs, Red-billed Choughs and Alpine Choughs,
which have yellow beaks and feet.

Chough Facts
The red-billed choughs have yellow/orange beaks and feet when young and only go deep red on
maturity.
Daniel Defoe, the author of Robinson Crusoe, described them as “fire raising birds”
This is derived from stories where the mischievous birds have stolen candles or bits of firebrands
and buried them in stacks of corn, causing fires!
In Ireland they are known as Cag Cosdearg, which means “red-legged Jackdaw”
The correct name for a group of choughs is a “Chatter of Choughs” or “Chattering of Choughs”
A main predator of Choughs is the Peregrine Falcon - oh dear! Peregrine Falcons now occupy the White Cliffs having finally
returned to the White Cliffs in the late 1990’s after an absence of 80 years following extermination by the military due to their
predilection for carrier pigeons.
VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES - see next pages
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY at DOVER CASTLE
The Installation of the Chough Aviary at Dover Castle provides a great opportunity to volunteer. Please see the English Heritage
Website for details .
Dover Castle Chough Aviary Explainer Volunteer | English Heritage (english-heritage.org.uk)
You are able to make an application online or download a form and send by email to volunteer.enquiries@english-heritage.org.uk
The Job Description is copied below - courtesy English Heritage (Dover Castle Chough Aviary Explainer Volunteer V1.1 )
Dover Castle Chough Aviary Explainer

Volunteer Role Description Dover Castle Chough Aviary Explainer Volunteer

Why does English Heritage need my support?
Kent Wildlife Trust and Wildwood Trust are launching a flagship project introducing the Red Billed Chough back into Dover and the surrounding
coastland. They are working in partnership with English Heritage to have a captive aviary in the grounds of Dover Castle, this will be a rare
opportunity to introduce people to this enigmatic and iconic bird and to engage visitors in the fascinating stories and legends surrounding the
Choughs.
How much time will I be expected to give?
This role is flexible, but we hope you will be able to volunteer regularly and join us once a week. Sessions are available seven days a week during
the summer season and at weekends only in the winter. This role would be working within the normal site opening times of 10.00-17.00 for three to
four hours a volunteer session.
Where will I be based?
Captive Chough Aviary within the grounds of Dover Castle, Dover Castle, Castle Hill, Kent, CT16 1HU.
What will I be doing?
This role is all about people and animals; helping everyone to get the most from their visit. Based near the Aviary, you will:

•
•

talk to visitors about this iconic bird, its historical links to the castle, Dover, and the Kent Coast

•
•

work with trained birds that will come to a target on command through recall when engaging the public

alongside our bird care team, help to educate our visitors including those on education visits about the birds, how they are looked
after, the overall aims of the reintroduction programme and the many legends and stories involving the Choughs
be able to respond to unpredictability on account of the birds not always doing as they are told.

What skills, qualities and experience do I need?

•
•
•
•

We are looking for people who:
are confident and effective communicators and team players
have a positive attitude to working with visitors of all ages to enhance their visit
have a passion for birds, other wildlife, and the natural environment. Having experience of working with animals would be beneficial
but not essential.

What support and training will I receive?
In preparation for the role, and with our support, you will need to develop an understanding of the birds, the history of the site, the Chough’s
connection with the castle, and knowledge of the local habitat which is essential for the birds. Training is provided both on site at Dover Castle and
also by our partners at the Wildwood Trust where there is a similar Chough aviary already in place.
Full training will be provided by English Heritage and include:







Familiarisation with site and staff
Health and Safety Training
Site specific training with the Historic Properties Stewards who are undertaking the bird care on a daily basis
English Heritage customer service training
Visitor engagement training
2-Way radio training.
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Dover Castle Chough Aviary Explainer Volunteer - Job Description continued
What will English Heritage expect from me?









To be the friendly face of English Heritage and deliver excellent customer service
To be reliable in attendance and dependable · Help us maintain the highest standards of presentation at our sites and properties
To wear English Heritage volunteer uniform here provided
Help us protect our properties and collections by understanding and following our security and safety procedures · Maintain good
working relationships with staff, other volunteers and members of the public
Attend appropriate training and learn about the work of English Heritage
Observe organisational policy and procedures
Safeguard confidential information about English Heritage and let us know about anything relating to your role or the work of English
Heritage that you think might be controversial
Any documentary or other material (including any copyright applying thereto) you are provided with or which is created by you in respect of your volunteering will be the property and copyright of English Heritage (unless otherwise agreed in writing).

What can I expect from English Heritage?









A welcoming and enjoyable experience
To be treated fairly and with respect
Recognition and appreciation for your contribution
A full induction and training programme with on-going support
A volunteer pass allowing free entry to English Heritage properties is available on completion of 60 hours and four months of volunteering
Reimbursement of reasonable travel costs between home and volunteering location within agreed limits
A certificate for your personal profile to demonstrate work carried out for English Heritage is available on request to show future employers or further education providers
You will be covered by English Heritage’s own indemnity arrangements in respect of all liabilities that may result from your
appointment as a volunteer

These are two examples of the Coat of Arms of
Cornwall and some indigenous Cornish people
believe the re-emergence of the Chough is a sign
of the re-emergence of the Nation of Cornwall !
The Duke and Duchess of Cornwall are aware !

Chattering of Choughs.
More images to whet your
appetite!
Above - breeding pair
Left - adult with 3 young
(notice beaks of young are not
red !)
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CONSERVATION IN ACTION
In partnership with Keymer, English Heritage are giving visitors the
opportunity to see conservation in action. Keymer have been making handmaking clay roof tiles since 1588 !
They are running special conservation tours around the Northern Defences,
including Constables Tower and the Spur. Tours will take place daily throughout the summer - visitors must wear appropriate clothing and boots/hiking
shoes.
During these tours on 21st and 22nd August experts from Keymer will be
running Tile Making Workshops where visitors will be able to make their own
clay roof tiles and make their own inscriptions which once kiln dried will be
installed on castle roofs - another great chance to leave a legacy .

English Heritage

See the website for details Conservation in Action at Dover Castle | English Heritage (english-heritage.org.uk)
Keymer Home Page | Keymer (keymertiles.com)

DO NOT MISS - Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd
Handmaking Tiles Workshop - learn a centuries old skill .
CYCLING THROUGH HISTORY
We would not automatically associate Dover Castle with cycling, anyone who has done this,
and I used to do it regularly as a youngster, knows it is quite a climb and you need your 1st
gear oiled and operative as well as your knees! From the Castle it is quite level to Walmer,
Deal and Sandwich, although the main Deal road is horrendous for cyclists as vehicle drivers
do not appear to show enough respect or safety consciousness—there have been several
fatal accidents on this route.
Anyway, English Heritage are promoting cycling with their “Hit the Road for a Cycle Through
History” Campaign and they have produced a number of brand new cycling guides to help you
have fun on your bikes whilst visiting English Heritage sites. CYCLING
If you undertake any of the routes this summer please let English Heritage know your feedback. We would be particularly interested in how you found the climb to Dover Castle and if
you then went on to Deal and Walmer Castles. (There is no cycle guide for Dover Castle, but
there are for Deal and Walmer, although it is on National Cycle Route Number 1, Dover to
Deal)

DOVER CABLE CAR ! It is widely thought that the idea of a cable car to connect the sea front with Dover Castle was mooted in
2008 but in fact The Dover Cable Car Company Limited was registered as far back as 1994 although dissolved without operating on
1997. The 2008 idea was initially liked but dismissed but is still apparently on the table and Dover
District Council has allocated £1.5m to look into the feasibility of building a cable car from the Esplanade
to the Castle. In the 2008 Masterplan the costs of building the Cable Car was estimated to be £4m but it
should be noted the London Cable Car - Emirates Air Line - cost £60 m to build and whilst turned a
good profit in Olympic year 2012, it is now under used and operating costs remain high at £6m a year
although this is offset a bit by income from fares. WILL WE EVER SEE A CABLE CAR IN DOVER ?
Although this idea appeared to have been forgotten it has not been shelved and our councillors
have budgeted to keep the idea open and on the table.
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LEAVE A LEGACY

DRAW THE FUTURE

TELL YOUR STORY

BE REMEMBERED

DONATE AN ARTEFACT

BE PART OF SOMETHING

Come to see us on Heritage Open Day,
SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER
10 am until 4pm Maison Dieu House, Dover.
You can also find out about the
Princess of Wales Royal Regiment and Queens Regiment Museum
(based at the Castle) as they will have a display there too.

These are some images in the DDC Master Plan of how things could look in
2037, with a cable car, lido and land bridge !

HOW DO YOU THINK DOVER WILL LOOK IN THE FUTURE.
Come and draw your ideas of how Dover would look and if
considered suitable will be placed in the Time Capsule
(paper, pens, pencils and crayons will be
made available on the day)

DRAW THE FUTURE
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BE PART OF SOMETHING EXCITING
In addition to drawing an image of what Dover will look like in the
future, how about thinking of how we will communicate with each
other. Will we still be using mobile phones. This is your chance to
design a communication device for the future.
A company named Bell produced the first
car phones in 1946.
Bell was named after Alexander Graham
Bell who is accredited with inventing the telephone as far back as 1876 !
R - Ericssons first mobile phone 1956 huge batteries
and transmitters.
L— This is a
Motorola car
phone in 1964

1973

1988

1999

2000

(130 million sold)

2020

See how mobile phones have developed through the years.
In the future will it be all VIRTUAL REALITY ?

DESIGN THE FUTURE
and have it saved in the TIME CAPSULE

DESIGN THE FUTURE MOBILE DEVICE
Paper, pens, pencils, crayons will be provided - best ones go in the Capsule
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NEWSLWTTER SUMMARY

MEMBERS NEEDED

SECRETARY NEEDED
HELP THE COMMUNITY TIME
CAPSULE PROJECT
HELP AT EVENTS & TOURS
JOIN TODAY see
www.dover-castle-friends.org
The Friends of Dover Castle is a small charity and the committee works hard to serve our members. We currently
have about 150 members but would like to increase this number
especially among young people and families.
For an annual membership subscription, you benefit from ;•

Free entry to the Castle all year (when open), with up to 6 children free:

•

10 % Discount in retail outlets and cafeterias;

•

Access to special events and tours - go places not normally open to the public;

•

Regular Newsletters;

•

Opportunity to work on special and exciting projects;

•

Recognition you are supporting the Greatest Castle in England - the Key to the Kingdom !

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS Each year, during September, numerous places of interest are opened up to the public
so that visitors may see and experience things they would not normally be able to do. For example, the owners of
St. Radigund’s Abbey open up the Abbey to the public as part of Heritage Open Days. Dover Castle does not participate as such as the Castle is normally open to the public but future projects could include
Motes Bulwark and the Western Heights.
SATURDAY 11th SEPTEMBER We will have a stand in Maison Dieu House, so please
come along to find out more, or if you would like to volunteer to help on the day, please let me
know. One of the Topics will be the Community Time Capsule - so if you have ideas on what
should go in the capsule or have artefacts you would like to be considered, please come to see me on the day.
CASTLE EVENTS:
Daily CONSERVATION TOURS with Keymer - Northern Defences including Constables Tower
Saturday 21st / Sunday 22nd August HANDMAKING TILES WORKSHOPS by Keymer
Daily in August and Weekends until 25th September - KING HENRY II ‘s COURT
Daily during summer - Family SUMMER EXPLORER QUESTS
Saturday 28th August to Monday 30th August - KNIGHTS TOURNAMENT
Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th September - FALCONRY
See English Heritage Website for details - www.english-heritage.org.uk
The Editor has painstakingly researched to ensure all information within this publication is accurate and correct and has
credited external contributors and image copywright holders wherever appropriate and practicable. No copying without permission. If you see anything wrong, please let me know Editor - Graham Hutchison chairman@dover-castle-friends.org
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