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This virus, COVID-19, has been dominating our lives for most of this year !   

Originating in China it has spread to all parts of the Globe and no one is safe 

from it.  It has basically taken over our lives and the worst thing from our   

perspective, other than suffering from the disease itself, is that the Castle has 

had to close and even the signature event, WW2 Weekend has had to be 

cancelled.  This is in line with all public events in the UK and even the Open 

Golf Championship at Sandwich has succumbed.   

Most staff have been furloughed under the 

Government’s employee retention scheme 

and the Castle is closed until at least 31st May.  Our society has been 

under incredible scrutiny during this most challenging time since the 

war, with the disadvantage (or maybe advantage) now of the Internet 

and Social Media. This allows people’s evil deeds to be shared with 

thousands of people instantly but also helps share good deeds       

instantly too.  For example, it has helped Captain Tom Moore (retd). 

raise millions for the NHS with his sponsored walk around his garden. 

His aim was to do 100 laps to raise £1000 by his 100th Birthday on 

30th April 2020  - well at time of publication he has raised over £28m 

for the NHS.  How amazing is that? How amazing is he? 

Hopefully things can return to some semblance of normal later in the 

year so 2020 is not just known for Coronavirus and Lockdowns. 

2020 this far has given us :- 

Queues at Supermarkets 

Empty car parks   

Empty Castle 

Empty shelves 
Shortages  -  

Loo roll,  hand -

sanitiser,  food. 

Panic buying 

£28m 

 ►  Social Distancing  - 2 metres ◄ Face masks, 

       PPE 

STAY INDOORS 
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Editor’s Views:   2020 so far has been an absolute disaster for Tourism and seen events of any 

kind, be they, historical, sporting, educational or social being cancelled due to the outbreak of Covid-

19 Pandemic.   English Heritage have had to close all the sites they manage in order to abide by 

Government lockdown guidance and for the health &  safety and wellbeing of all staff and visitors 

alike.  Even the big event of the year, the WW2 weekend at the end of May has been cancelled. This 

event, traditionally over the Bank Holiday Weekend usually attracts 10,000 or more visitors and is 

vital for generating income at Dover Castle and English Heritage generally.   

The disruption to our lives has been unprecedented in our lifetimes. My mother, who is coming up 90 

and lived in London throughout the War, says this lockdown and consequential food shortages, anti-

social behaviour, greed and stockpiling has been worse than the rationing in WW2.  Just off to the butcher’s for a quarter of 

bacon and 2 eggs ! 

Out of this pandemic has seen the resurgence of British resolve and some restoration of faith in humanity.  Most people have 

been abiding by the Governments advice and lockdown rules and most have become kinder to others and looked out for others.  

Frontline staff who are most at risk of contracting the disease have rightly been recognised as Heroes but all key workers still 

working to keep us alive and living have shown how  essential they are to our daily lives.  I have been  encouraged by how many 

people in Dover come out of their homes on a Thursday evening at 

8pm to clap NHS and other key workers. Dover Castle lights up blue 

in acknowledgement of the NHS frontline staff and the cruise liners 

and ferries in Port have been blowing horns in support.  This has 

also been accompanied by hooters from lorries and cars and train 

whistles and the occasional sirens from emergency service vehicles 

in the area.  I have been housebound since December but even I 

have managed to get out of my front door to join in by clanging my 

crutches against the railings.  

Whilst our thoughts and prayers 

must be with those families who 

have lost loved ones to this  disease and those affected by Coronavirus, we must also look 

forward to helping and supporting Dover Castle when it re-opens.  We have a number of ideas 

which we are hoping to progress, some of which we will be able to start during this lockdown : 

• Storytelling competition  - writing a story about being isolated at the Castle etc; 

• Art competition   -  producing artwork of the Castle or something at the Castle; 

• Producing a Time Capsule  - asking members to suggest what to keep in Time Capsule 

Beyond this we will be looking at ways to support Dover Castle when the doors are open to the 

public once more.   It will be strange when things go back to normal, if ever they can, as     

experts suggest this virus and subsequent lockdowns may have changed the way we live and 

behave permanently.   Hopefully for the better.  

When we do get back, I hope to run the following activities :-  

• Art classes for elderly members in our new permanent establishment at the Castle;    

• Photography Master Classes;  

• Friends Tours to include Dumpy, Hudson’s Passage, Esplanade Tunnels; 

• Opening up Mote’s Bulwark for visitors during a weekend; 

• Running special Constable’s Towers tours; 

These will all depend on when things at the Castle return to normal and their capacity to help us with organisation etc. We are 

reliant on Castle managers being able to support our initiatives and are grateful for all the help they give us.  We work very much 

collaboratively.   Our aim will be to bring the community and the Castle together even stronger than before.                                   

I am optimistic we will be able to get up and running again very soon.         Graham Hutchison       STAY SAFE PEOPLE ! 
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It was 3 years ago this month (April 7th 2017) when 100 hot air balloons left the starting point of Lydden Hill Race Circuit to           

attempt to cross the English Channel and in so doing break a World Record for the greatest number of  hot air balloons making 

the crossing at one time.  Dover Castle, of course, was a great view point, and the old record of 49 balloons being successful  

was easily beaten.  The official count of balloons successfully landing in France was 82.  

The event also commemorates the first channel  

crossing by air completed by Frenchman Jean-Pierre 

Blanchard and American John Jeffries  in a gas      

balloon on 7th January 1875 and took 2 1/2 hours.  

This balloon left from Dover Castle and landed in the 

village of Guines near Calais.  This crossing was not 

without it’s problems as they nearly crashed into the 

sea. The two intrepid explorers had to throw out lots of 

stuff they had with them, which turned out superfluous 

to requirements anyway  - anchors, oars  - with which 

they had hoped to paddle through the air,  hand     

powered propeller’s and they even took off their    

trousers and coats and threw them over the side in 

order to complete the trip. Blanchard was awarded a 

substantial pension by French King Louis xvi in    

recognition of this feat.  

Dr. John Jeffries was a surgeon for a squadron of  

British Ships in Boston Harbour between 1771—1774 

and helped the wounded British soldiers and sailors in 

the American Revolutionary War.  He was banished 

from America  (Massachusetts Banishment Act) and 

lived in London between 1779 and 1790 when he  

returned to America and set up private practice. 

(these two images courtesy Victoria Jones ES) 
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    DOVER CASTLE LOCK DOWN  STORY TELLING COMPETITION 

Imagine what it would be like being under isolation at Dover Castle, being imprisoned within the 

curtain walls. What would it be like, especially at night. How would you get provisions? Who would 

you see? What would you get up to?  If you can imagine living at the Castle under the current 

Coronavirus lock-down or living at the Castle in historic times during a similar period where    

quarantine was necessary, such as the Black Death in medieval times. Would you be a Knight 

hiding out in the Castle or a peasant working the land.   

If you can imagine these, how about entering our Free to Enter Story Telling Competition. 

If imagination is not your thing, you can still enter our competition as there are two other themes 

to write about.  Pretend you are a reporter and write about our current lockdown experiences or 

give an account about the Impact of Coronavirus and what have we learnt. 

Open to children and adults  - see our website for full details and competition rules.    ONCE UPON A TIME …… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        LOCKDOWN  —-  KNOCK DOWN GINGER 

We are still in Lockdown in the UK  and this got me thinking about the children’s            
mischievous game of knocking at someone’s front door and running away before 
the door could be answered.  The idea was to hide somewhere where you could 
see who came to answer the door and their usually angst expressions.  I imagine, 
some people would actually like this simple prank to be played on them during 
lockdown as it may be the most excitement they have during the day.  Also, if they 
answer the door quickly enough they may actually catch the perpetrators and be 
able to converse with real humans, albeit young mischief makers.  The offenders 
could easily say they were knocking to see how the householders were and they 
were retreating to more than two metres away to be safe!    The game, if it can be 
called a game, originates from the 19th Century and is thought to derive from a 

poem     “Ginger, Ginger broke a winder,  Hit the winda – crack! 

               The baker came out to give 'im a clout, And landed on his back! “ 

 

Usually quite harmless fun  - but be careful as victims may be unwell ! 
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May Day Bank Holiday has been changed from it’s usual first Monday slot to Friday 8th in order that people could commemorate 

the 75th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War (in Europe).  There were literally hundreds of events planned but     

unfortunately all have had to be cancelled due to Coronavirus.   The Government and Local Councils appreciate the impact Covid

-19 has had on Tourism and   Hospitality especially in our area. Plans are being made to support tourism and get it  going again 

once Lockdown ceases and there is a We’ll 

Meet Again initiative which will be kicked off 

with Dame Vera Lynn singing “We’ll Meet 

Again”.  DDC has launched a ToolKit  designed 

to help this campaign. 

This is not a Friends initiative but given the role 

Dover Castle played in both World Wars, I think 

it is fitting we support this.  Dover Castle is  

English Heritage’s 2nd most visited site and is 

the premier Castle in England. If you take part 

and post your pictures  - be sure to give the 

Friends of Dover Castle a mention. 

DOVER CASTLE  - The lock and Key to the Kingdom. 

At 3pm on Friday 8 May, take part in VE 75 Virtual Nation's Toast to the heroes of World War II.  From home, join Dover    

District Council, and raise a glass to say thank you to those who gave so much, take a photo and send to                        

community@dover.gov.uk    to be included in their commemorative video.   
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DOVER LOTTO    As most of you will know, I registered The Friends as a worthwhile local good cause which means our supporters 

automatically donate money to our Charity every time they buy a Lotto ticket in the Dover District Lotto. We have benefited in         

receiving some £700 since the Lotto’s inception just over a year ago and all money raised goes to local good causes.  We currently 

have 15 people who buy 21 tickets per week regularly with us as the nominated good cause.  We would like many more supporters, 

so please spread the word . Dover District Council do not administer this Lotto and do not extract any money from this Lotto  - it is run 

just for the community.  Every £1 ticket gets a good cause 50 p and  apart from minimal management charges by the Operating  

Company, Gatherwell Ltd,   the rest is put into local Community Funding where good causes may benefit from grants.   

There are many local good causes, but please, think of us when deciding to purchase Lotto tickets.  All the money we receive from 

this will go to Projects at the Castle. These are projects we choose and agree with Castle managers and the funds do not go to    

English Heritage or anywhere else.  Our projects are aiming to help bring more of the Castle to life. 
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          PLEASE 

If you know someone who 

is not already playing the 

Dover Lotto,  encourage 

them to sign up on our 

Lotto page  

https://

www.doverlotto.com/

support/the-friends-of-

dover-castle 

Tickets are just £1 per 

week, why not buy 2 per 

week?  You could win 

£25,000  first prize! 
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       Friends of Dover Castle  -  Dover Castle Art Competition  - Rules. 

1. The competition is open to all  and Free to Enter - you do not have to be members of The Friends of  Dover Castle; 

2. Children’s category are those aged 11 and under, determined by age at 12 June 2020;  Young people are aged 12 and 

over who have not reached 18  by 12 June 2020;  Adults are those aged 18 and over at 12 June 2020; 

3. Entries may be submitted in original format or scanned and sent electronically by email;   Please bear in mind that if sent 

electronically, the original will be required to be displayed at the Castle if selected so must be in a format which will      

facilitate this  ie. Must be able to be delivered and carried and mounted on an easel - so no Banksy’s please!  

4. Entries can be made on paper, board, canvas, artboard, cardboard  - painted, drawn, sketched, sewn, crocheted etc; 

5. Entries may be made using any materials  - paint, crayons, charcoal, pencils, felt-tips; chalk, inks, wax, cotton, wool,    

material, provided the artwork is submitted dry;     For artwork created on a computer  - please see Rule 16; 

6. Maximum size of entries is A4 and must be unframed; 

7. Copyright  remains with the artist but The Friends of Dover Castle reserves the right to be able to use, display, publish any 

entries as they see fit and within 2 years of the close of the competition. Credit will be given to the relevant artist.  

8. All entries must be original and not have been publicly displayed previously or entered in any other competition. All entries 

must have been made during 2020;   

9. Each competitor may submit 2 entries  - they do not have to be the same format or material,   Members of The Friends of 

Dover Castle may submit an additional Third entry;  (you will need to quote your membership numbers); 

10. Winners in each category will be awarded the following prizes :- 

 (i) Adult 1st Prize  -  1 year’s free membership of The Friends of Dover Castle or a £30  Gift Voucher; 

 (ii) Adult Runners Up  -                 £ 20  Gift Voucher;  

           (iii) Young People and Children   1st Prize  -       £ 25  Gift Voucher ; 

           (iv) Young People and Children   Runners Up  -  £ 15 Gift Voucher; 

 14. Winners and Runners Up will be published in a Friends of Dover Castle Publication and will be on display at Dover Castle;  

 (subject to availability of suitable location) and will be considered for inclusion in the Friends of Dover Castle 2020 Time 

 Capsule;  

15. The Theme shall be “Isolation at the Castle”;  You may interpret this how you feel but the artwork must include the Castle, 

or parts of the Castle, or something at the Castle:  You can let your imagination flow, such as what it must have been like 

during the Siege of Dover Castle, or what would it be like now during the Coronavirus Pandemic.  Images which are 

deemed offensive will not be accepted; 

16. DIGITAL ENTRIES.  We accept that many people now use PCs to produce artwork and we are prepared to accept such 

entries in all the aforementioned categories. However, we reserve the right to create a separate category should we    

receive lots of digital entries or if we consider the use of computer generated images or graphics provides unfair          

advantage. All graphics and computer generated art must be original ;   

17. Closing Date for all entries is Friday 12th June 2020 (midnight); 

18. Address for posted / delivered entries DOVER CASTLE ART COMPETITION:   87 Friars Way, Dover, Kent. CT16 2DN ; 

19. Entries submitted electronically by email should be addressed to   art@dover-castle-friends.org      

20. Entries will provide the following information:- Name, age, contact details, Friends Membership number, Parental consent 

(if required),  Title of painting,  Format and method (ie. Watercolour paint on paper);  Personal Information will only be 

used and retained to enable us to run this competition and will be permanently deleted once this is no longer required; 

21. The Friends will appoint a Judging Panel who will meet as soon as practicable after the closing date, who will then contact 

winners and runners up.  There will be a Presentation Event (subject to availability and agreement by Dover Castle); 
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Committee Member Pauline Danson submitted this 

image of their tastefully decorated house for VE 75 

commemorations. 

Yours truly raising a toast at 3pm 8th May 2020 on 75th            

Anniversary of VE Day. It appears many houses did adorn their 

frontages with Union Flags, bunting and VE 75 memorabilia.  

Another idea for a Project is to produce a Time Capsule which hopefully we will be able to bury at 

the Castle. Obviously, this will be dependent on gaining permission from Dover Castle management 

and English Heritage. If this is given the go ahead we will need suggestions as to what to put in it 

which will be of interest and inform future generations.  A  2020 Time Capsule will undoubtedly   

include something about the Coronavirus Pandemic but it will give us a great opportunity to include 

the initiatives we have just launched  - the story telling and art competitions.  We hope to produce a 

Friends 2020 publication which can be included but I am sure members can come up with a lot of 

ideas. Remember it will be about the Friends of Dover Castle and Dover Castle not just about life generally although things     

occurring in society and the community often impact on the Castle.  

The concept of preserving items especially holy relics has existed for thousands of years but the practice of using Time Capsules 

as a method of communicating with future generations is a relatively modern one.  A time capsule credited to Samuel Adams (one 

of the Founding Fathers of the United States) and Paul Revere (a leading Patriot in the fights against Great Britain) dating to 1795 

was placed in the cornerstone of the Massachusetts State House, Boston and was discovered and removed in 1855. It was 

opened, examined and the artefacts were cleaned and returned to the small capsule, which measured only about 8 inches in 

length but weighed about 10 pounds. The unit was then resealed inside the cornerstone.  It was removed again in 2014 where it 

was inspected by the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and items from it put on display for a short time in 2015 before being resealed 

and replaced.  Items recorded were items of silver and copper, a George Washington Medal, newspaper articles, coins including 

a rare 1652 Pine Tree Shilling,  This is the oldest known time capsule in America. 

In the UK, in 2015 construction workers found a tin about the size of a shoe box buried in the Cairngorm mountain range in   

Scotland which dates to September 1894 as there is a copy of  a newspaper and other documents and artefacts. And included a 

bottle of whisky which is now over 120 years old!   In London, Victorians, placed a capsule beneath Cleopatra’s Needle when it 

was installed in 1878. The items were chosen by Captain Henry Carter who helped ship the Needle to London from Egypt. And 

included photographs of current beauties, children’s toys, pipes and razors, bible, newspapers, portrait of Queen Victoria. 

Some critics of Time Capsules say that rather than inform future generations, they are just full of meaningless junk, so it is      

imperative careful consideration is given as to what to include.  Consideration also has to be given to how long the capsule 

should remain sealed and buried.  Ideas and suggestions to  chairman@dover-castle-friends.org     Imagine putting something 

in our Time Capsule for your children or grandchildren to see when it is opened in the future.. 
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I have recently been in touch with Brigadier Peter Rowell MBE, firstly to formally invite and confirm him as our President, but also to 

run an idea past him — more of which in a later Newsletter.  Peter kindly accepted to be our President :- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raised by women in a warzone. Failed A-level student. Immigrant. These labels have been applied to me; and none of which I would 

use myself. My natural interests are people, ideas and planning. I have been shaped most by the people I have encountered, and I 

am indebted to them. I passionately believe we are all ‘works in progress’; and that our potential is greater than we think. I look       

forward to learning more and meeting new people. My Christian faith provides the foundation for my values and being  respectful to 

others is central to how I view the world. I left Zimbabwe at 18 to join the British Army and commissioned into the Royal Engineers a 

few years later. As a troop commander in Northern Ireland I spent most of my time on construction or public order operations.   

Switching to Germany to command the Power Troop in the Headquarters of the Allied Command Europe Rapid Reaction Corps took 

me on the first deployment to Kosovo. As a battle group engineer I was busy on exercises in the UK and Canada, and a second tour 

of Kosovo. Although based in Germany as the operations officer for 21 Engineer Regiment the key deployment was to Lancashire 

during the fire-fighter strikes. I then switched to be the Adjutant.  As a major I worked in the Ministry of Defence and the Army Head-

quarters before a brilliant time leading 31 Armoured Engineer Squadron on exercises in Germany and operations in Iraq. Being the 

deputy chief of staff for 4th Mechanised Brigade was an incredible amount of work and enormously rewarding. Exercises in the UK 

and Canada and operations in Afghanistan were the key activities. They key highlights were the amazing teams I was part of.        

Because of their incredible support I was lucky enough to be awarded the MBE. Staying in the Field Army for my next post in Head-

quarters 3 (United Kingdom) Division was a real joy. After the Advanced Command and Staff Course I spent two years in the Army 

HQ writing concepts on the future of warfare and the Army. Commanding 32 Engineer Regiment initially in Hohne, Germany and then 

in Catterick, North Yorkshire was incredible; with deployment in Canada, Cyprus, the Falkland Islands, Germany, Spain and Kenya – 

not to mention the flood responses in North Yorkshire.   

Returning to the Army Headquarters in 2016 as a colonel I led a team driving forward the Army’s research and experimentation     

programme; robotic and autonomous systems and designing the Army of the future. I was fortunate to attend the Higher Command 

and Staff Course in 2018. Since August 2019 I have the privilege of being the head of profession for the Royal Engineers and the       

Commandant of the Royal School of Military Engineering Group. The Group delivers training for leadership, combat and artisan skills 

of the Royal Engineers; search, explosive and ordnance disposal; counter-chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear, military  

working animals and Army musicians. Each year approximately 10,000 personnel from across Defence and over 100 animals pass 

through the Group’s schools and units. Part of the Group is supported by a highly successful £3.2bn, thirty-year public-private       

partnership.  

Having travelled thousands of miles to the United Kingdom I met and married someone from my home town. We have two fantastic 

children, both who board to avoid the disruptions of our frequent moves. I enjoy keeping in reasonable shape and this is now mainly 

through running with our dog or cycling. I love watching rugby and drinking good coffee to compliment great conversation. 

(I have borrowed the above biography from the Duke of York’s Royal Military School where the Brigadier is a School Governor ) 

Peter has said he is delighted to be our President and wants to help in a meaningful way whilst balancing the other demands on his 

time.  His day job, as you will recall is as Commandant of the Royal School of Military Engineering based at Chatham.  It will be great 

to meet him when lockdown finishes as I was unable, due to incapacity, to meet him at his induction as Deputy Constable of Dover 

Castle. It is accepted as a Ceremonial Role these days but is an important one, nevertheless, dating back hundreds of years. 

The Brigadier being installed as the 

215th Deputy Constable of Dover 

Castle  - by The Lord Warden of the 

Cinque Ports,  Admiral the Lord 

Boyce. 

pic. Mike McFarnell 
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In addition to the 75th Anniversary of VE Day, we also commemorate the 80th Anniver-

sary of the miracle which was the Evacuation of Dunkirk.  This is very important to Dover 

Castle as it was here the Operation was conceived and planned and overseen. Between 

26th May 1940 and 4th June 1940, some 338,226 men had been rescued and brought 

back to Britain. Pivotal to this was Vice Admiral Sir Bertram Ramsay who had retired in 1938 but Churchill persuaded him to come 

out of retirement to oversee the War effort at Dover as Commander-in-Chief Dover.               Statue of Ramsay at Dover Castle                                                             

At a secret meeting held on 10th April 1945 at Dover Castle and attended by King George vi and Churchill plans were set out for 

running operations in the English Channel from Dover Castle. However, rather than take the offensive Ramsay found they were 

soon having to plan for evacuation as the Germans had pushed the British Expeditionary Force, Belgian Army and key French   

Regiments back to Northern France and the beaches at Dunkirk. Churchill suggested using little ships as the Royal Naval ships 

could not get to the shore and only so many destroyers at a time could berth at Dunkirk. Some 850 small ships of all shapes and 

sizes went across the channel to help this huge operation which was called Operation Dynamo as it is thought Ramsay saw the sign 

to Dynamo Room which provided all the electricity to Dover Castle, when he met with the King in April.   

The story to Operation Dynamo is told in the Secret War Time Tunnels with a brilliant audio visual presentation and a tour through 

the operations rooms. The Royal Navy and Royal Air Force worked closely together to not only command our operations but also 

track enemy planes and ships.                                                                                                

These are famous images of Churchill at 

Dover  - coming out of the tunnels which 

now form the entrance to the Secret War 

Time Tunnels exhibition and looking with 

binoculars from the balcony at Operation 

Dynamo  - the casemates can still be 

seen built into the cliffs.  

Dover Castle had planned something 

special during the WW2 event at the 

Bank Holiday Weekend at the end of 

May but unfortunately that event has had to be cancelled.   Please see the English Heritage website as they have updated it to   

recognise the 80th Anniversary of Dunkirk 

 https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/dunkirk1940?
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There seems to be a plethora of important anniversaries this year. 75 years since the end of WW2, 80 years since Dunkirk and 

also 80th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain which was the name given to the aerial battle between the Luftwaffe and our Royal 

Air Force which raged between 10th July 1940 and 31st October 1940, a military campaign fought entirely between air forces. 

In terms of numbers of fighter 

planes the German air force 

out numbered the Royal Air 

Force by 2555 to 1963 but the 

Supermarine Spitfire became 

the superior fighter, supported 

by the Hawker Hurricanes.  

 

The principal German fighting machine was the Messerschmitt which was 

quicker than either the Hurricane or Spitfire and quite versatile  - it was also 

used for bombing raids.  Whilst the British fighter pilots focused on aerial  

battles with their German rivals, the German pilots included bombing raids 

and used planes such as Heinkel’s, Dornier’s and Junker’s (Stuka’s). Initially targeting allied naval vessels, munitions factories, 

air-fields and aircraft factories, the Luftwaffe were then tasked with establishing air superiority, which would then allow their 

bombing raids to be far more effective. To achieve this Hermann Goring the Commander of the Luftwaffe needed to knock the 

RAF out of the skies.  In addition to engaging in aerial combat, the German’s also targeted airfields and tried to take out RAF 

Fighter Command.  Air Chief Marshal Hugh Dowding the Commander of Fighter Command was very concerned by the lack of 

trained pilots and their short life expectancy which was only about 4 weeks on average.   

The Battle of Britain Memorial which commemorates and pays tribute to those pilots who fought during the Battle of Britain,     

records 2936 allied pilots which consists of 145 Polish, 127 New Zealanders, 112 Canadian, 88 Czechoslovaks,  32 Australians, 

28 Belgians, 25 South Africans, 13 French, 10 Irish, 9 Americans, 3 Rhodesians and 1 each from Jamaica, Barbados and      

Newfoundland  - a total of 595 non-British pilots.   The names of all the pilots recognised as Battle of Britain pilots are inscribed 

on the memorial wall at the Battle of Britain Memorial at Capel-le-Ferne. (Closed currently, but well 

worth a visit after lockdown!)   Dowding spoke very highly f the Polish pilots and Winston Churchill 

gave a rousing speech regarding the Battle of  Britain and included the famous quote “Never in 

the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.”  

Many organisations had commemorative events planned which have all been cancelled but you 

never know, perhaps the end of the battle, 31st October, may see some events to acknowledge 

the event.  If the battle had been lost, then Hitler may have been able to launch his invasion plans 

and there could well have been a different outcome to the war.   

I remember the excitement for us children locally when they were filming the Battle of Britain film 

which was released in 1969. Lots of aircraft in the skies and pretend dog fights over the cliffs and 

the channel.  

Supermarine Spitfire 

Hawker Hurricane 

Messerschmitt bf 109 
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East Arrow Bastion 

East Demi Bastion 

Hospital 

Buildings on Car 

Parks 

Barracks on 

Palace Green 

Broadlees 

Married Quarters 

DOVER CASTLE   - this aerial image was taken in 1947 so looks similar to 

how it would have looked during WW2.  The Castle was very much part of 

the Garrison and just about every spare piece of land within the curtain walls 

has a building of some sort on it.  There was a hospital occupying the space 

behind  Admiralty Lookout as well as an underground hospital in tunnels dug 

beneath the Castle.  People I have spoken to about life at the Castle during 

the War say they lived in married quarters to the East of the Castle and 

walked into the Castle through Hudson’s passage. They say that Scots,   

Canadians and Americans were often stationed inside the Castle but the  

actual Keep was hardly used at all  - mainly for storage. 

Broadlees had lots of buildings too and beyond these, further to the East 

were fuel dumps, munitions dumps and gun emplacements right on top of the 

cliffs.  These have all been demolished although you can still access parts of 

East Demi Bastion but East Arrows Bastion was demolished after the war 

and none of it is accessible now.    

I hope you have enjoyed reading this Newsletter and found it interesting and 

informative.  A final message from me  - Graham Hutchison  - Editor  

                     Please Stay Indoors  - Please Stay Safe. 
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The Friends of Dover Castle, Short Story Contest   - submission sheet   (not 

mandatory  - suggestion) 

Name of entrant  

Age of entrant  

Parental Consent if under 16 …..Signature of parent      

Category  Primary (4  - 10) ;      Secondary  (11  - 17);  Adult (18 +); 

Theme  1 Being isolated at the Castle 

  2 Being a Reporter 

  3     The Impact of Coronavirus 

Date of submission 

Contact details :  

Address 

Email address 

Telephone number   

Emails to  stories@dover-castle-friends.org    or to                                                                       

Dover Castle Competition, 87 Friars Way, Dover, Kent. CT16 2DN        

______________________________________________________________ 

The Friends of Dover Castle  - Art Competition      -  Submission sheet  

(suggested) 

Name of entrant 

Age of entrant  (at 12th June 2020) 

Parental consent if under 16  ……..  Signature of parent 

Category                  Child    Young person    Adult 

Type of entry (ie.  oil, acrylic, watercolour, pencil, crayon, etc) 

Title of  Art Submission 

Contact details :- 

Address 

Email address 

Telephone number 

 

Emails to  art@dover-castle-friends.org     or to 

Dover Castle Art Competition, 87 Friars Way, Dover, Kent. CT16 2DN 
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